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On a recent flight, | read an inter-
view with Jay Leno by Jay Leno. In
the spirit of the approaching holi-
day, Purim, and in a serious effort
to address some questions that you
may have of me, here is a tough,
probing, nail-him-with-tough-
guestions and do-not- accept-weak
-answers interview of me, by me.

The first question is what is your
overriding goal in your work at

VOS?

Well, it's funny you should open with that question
since it has been on my mind a lot lately. To put it sim-
ply, it is engagement. | want to engage with families
and individuals in a way that inspires them to enter into
the doorway of Jewish life, to learn and appreciate the
vast richness of our heritage and to seek a Jewish jour-
ney rather than a Jewish experience.

How focused are you on the growth of the congre-
gation?

Directly? Not at all. My goal is not numbers. As-
suming that the bills are paid, numbers should not be
my priority and, in all honesty, they are not. Ironically,
as the sole clergyman of the synagogue every new
member means more responsibility for me. That said,
impact is my priority and if positive Jewish impact
means that more people, Jewish and inter-faith, are
coming through the door, then | accept them with open
arms.

What are your current thoughts on a building for
the synagogue?

| am committed to the idea that VOS needs a home.
Having an office in Chatsworth and a rented space at
the Hilton in Woodland Hills for services works, though
it is not without limitations and problems. It has obvious
financial benefits; but | do not believe that it is ideal,
and | think we can be so bold as to aim for ideal.

(continued on page 2)

There is a huge world outside of
the San Fernando Valley, Los Ange-
les, Chicago and New York—the
places that | usually frequent. In the
last three and a half years, I've started
to explore a world outside of our coun-
try. These trips were all eye-openers
for me, but the trip to Guatemala that the eight teens
and four parents took and what they did there, were
beyond my comprehension.

After hearing the teens’ thoughts on their experi-
ences last Friday, | knew the lessons they learned
would be with them forever.

Thank you to Pablo Kupersmid for handling the
photo presentation and providing the cables; to Jay
Stein for schlepping in his eight-foot screen; to Eric
Menyuk for bringing his projection equipment; to Ari
Gootnick for taking the photos which were amazing;
and to Cantor Ron for having a dream and to Ken,
Laurie, Pablo and Cantor Ron for being such great
parents, chaperones and physical workers!!! (If |
missed anyone or got a fact wrong, please let me
know.)

See you all February 19th at 7 p.m. for our Fam-
ily Purim Service

Marsha Kabb



As long as we do not rush any decisions and
provided that the leadership of the congregation
truly represents the wishes of the congregation as
a whole in such important decisions about our fu-
ture, we will act wisely. My personal approach to
the issue of a building is powerful optimism cou-
pled with judicious caution.

Does that mean that the committee is still look-
ing for a site?

The committee is aware that the commercial
market is forecasted to be heading for a substan-
tial decline in the next couple of years. This could
mean that a once unaffordable building will come
into our reach. If a building is right for us and if the
congregation wants a home, we will use the
money raised so far and find additional funds in
order to make the move affordable for our commu-
nity. In answer to your specific question, the com-
mittee is notified whenever a suitable building
comes onto the market or has a major status
change.

When you began your studies to become a
rabbi, the Academy for Jewish Religion in Los
Angeles was not yet accredited, and its gradu-
ates were not accepted into professional or-
ganizations such as the Board of Rabbis. Has
this status changed and how soon will you be
ordained?

The Academy became accredited some
months ago and all of the professional bodies be-
gan accepting its graduates. As for my date of or-
dination, | estimate two to three more years. The
obvious challenge is making time for more classes
and the endless reading, final papers etc. while
managing to be present for my family and for VOS.
The truth is that while | am anxious to end the
work and the drives to Westwood, there really is
no great hurry to graduate. | find that the more |
rush the less of the learning | absorb.

What changes do you observe at VOS and how
do you view these changes to the status quo?

First of all, let's agree that change is challeng-
ing. Founding members see a different VOS than
they saw some twenty years ago but the fact that
so many of them are still here and so committed to
the synagogue tells me that the evolution has
value and that the values that are unique to VOS
are still firmly in place.

We have grown substantially in the last few
years. That is frightening for those who view growth
as a threat to intimacy. | see the growth in terms of
the scope of my work with families and in terms of
the number of people at services but the synagogue
is much more than a monthly service. It is weekly
events — meetings, classes, social events, chavurah
events, JEWELS classes etc. | don't see growth as
a threat to these meaningful and intimate events that
shape the larger VOS experience. Studies show
that we are very comfortable in large groups if we
have relationships with a small group within the lar-
ger community. | think our chavurot, Shabbat din-
ners, the recent teen experience in Guatemala, re-
treats, Israel trips and JEWELS ensure that these
relationships are there for the majority of us.

Aside from growth, | think a very visible change
at VOS is youth. Young families are getting more
and more involved and feeling that VOS is their
home. | can only think that this change means that
we will have a future. Congregations that do not
grow younger disappear. | have an implicit commit-
ment to the founders of VOS and to the countless
people who support it to sustain it for their children
and grandchildren.

| believe that VOS has incredible value as a part
of the Jewish story and | feel privileged to lead and
support it. | also feel that our leadership should re-
flect the congregation of today and that we should
include parents of school/college age children and
younger professionals in the leadership circle so that
we can make decisions and plans that reflect all of
VOS.
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Lastly, give us a preview of February 14 S con-

cert performance ces

I have always loved the format of old-time radio -
a singing/acting host and a variety of performers and
forms of entertainment. Aside from Jack Bielan,
George Shelby and other great instrumentalists, we
will have a number of singers performing a variety of
styles of music — standards, Broadway, blues and
classical. There will be acted segments as well —
commercials and short plays that are truly hilarious.
Don’'t miss it! It will be a rare
treat!

Cantor Ron A. Li-Paz
818-879-8087

www.li-paz.com




Quite a week.

Like you, I've been preoccupied with thoughts
of the Haitian disaster. Like you, as we must, I've
performed the mitzvot of helping however | could.
And, like you, I've been finding myself over-
whelmed with emotions.

How do we feel adequate sorrow for those
who, in an instant, had their lives taken from
them, or even more horrifically died lingering
deaths trapped in rubble? How do we adequately
empathize with those who lost loved ones - moth-
ers, fathers, husbands, wives, friends, children...

And what of the aftermath? Starvation, home-
lessness, violence, theft and witnessing the worst
in human behavior: | wonder how many survivors
wish they hadn't?

A civilization literally turned upside down in a
matter of seconds: it seems unimaginable.

But then again, this time it doesn't, does it?

I'm frightened. There, | said it out loud: I'm
frightened.

How can we, who live on a ground fault similar
to that in Port-au-Prince, not relate? How can we,
who are reminded incessantly that our own per-
sonal Big One is gonna hit any minute, not won-
der if we're seeing a preview of our own futures?
Hi-res images on fifty-inch HD screens have
seeped the denial right out of me.

The only thought that comes to mind is that
I've got choices.

| can move. | can get off the San Andreas fault
once and for all and stop worrying about it. Isn't
that the most sane thing to do? Aren't the rich
guys with all the resources doing that right this
minute? Shouldn't | be packing-up my loved ones
in my car and saying, "we're getting out of here"?
What if 1 don't and, God Forbid, something hap-
pens to them? How will | live with myself?

But hold on a minute.

My whole life is here. My home is here. My
shuel and my friends and my world are here.
Everything I've worked for all my life is here. Am |
willing to leave all that behind?

And what if I moved and, God forbid, some-
thing terrible happened here? What would it be
like sitting in Arizona or Nevada, seeing images of
those I'd left behind, realizing I'd abandoned
them?

Yes, I'd survived... but for what?

And who really knows God's plans? Certainly
not me. Don't they have tornadoes or some kind
of natural disaster in Arizona? Aren't there earth-
guakes in Nevada too? Doesn't every inch of
God's green earth have some kind of threat of na-
ture hanging over its head?

I know, | know: the odds are drastically higher
here. And the more quakes that happen, the
worse the odds.

We've all got to make our choices: we've all got
to decide what's right for us.

But as | sit here | realize that my personal
choice - for me and me alone - is that I'm not
gonna leave. I'm just not.

But I'm also not going to put my head in the
sand any longer. If | don't go through my house
and earthquake-proof everything | can, I'm an id-
iot. If I don't get off my keester and find the cour-
age to get out an earthquake preparedness pam-
phlet and get it together - no, | mean this time
really get it together -- I'm a fool.

Maybe the Haitian earthquake is a precursor of
our future - who knows?

Or maybe we're being reminded - a little more
forcefully than usual - that we need to be pre-
pared... that we have to value every day of our all-
too-precious lives, and that this time we have to
take appropriate action Maybe this is a real op-
portunity to achieve peace of mind knowing we've
been responsible adults and done whatever we
could to protect ourselves.

One thing for certain: our fates are in God's
hands, not ours. And once again, we have the
ability to choose clear-headed thinking over hys-
teria; faith over fear.

May God bless and watch over the people of
Haiti, and bring them healing and regained peace.
And may God bless and watch over all of us and
those we hold dear.

Adonai's Will, not ours, be done.

Jack Bielan
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Are you finding yourself sad, angry, scared, de-
pressed? Well, there are some very good reasons
to feel all of these feelings. Maybe you recently lost
a loved one. Maybe you or someone you love has
been diagnosed with an illness. Maybe your com-
munity is being threatened by an outside danger.
The list could be endless.

The truth is that there are many things that are
out of our control. And that same truth encom-
passes a multitude of things that are within our con-
trol.

Let's talk about agreements, e.qg. | venture to
guess that many of you reading this are very respon-
sible to others, when making agreements. You plan
something with someone — set a time and place and
you show up — even if you don't always feel like it —
but you show up, because you said you would. Well
donel!

But, what if the agreement is with yourself? What
if you decided to exercise more, eat less, call a
friend or relative you have been avoiding or ignoring.
What if you decided to make a career change, but
just can't bring yourself to do so? Broken agree-
ments — with one of the most important people in
your life — yourselfl Breaking agreements leads to
lowering of self-esteem, which often results in de-
pression. After all, if you can’t trust you, whom can
you trust?

So, what's the cure? Be careful to commit to
those things and people you can, especially your-
self. Raise the bar, but don’t make things impossi-
ble. When you fall short, renegotiate — make it do-
able.

Eleanor Mizrahi

Come join us at the next book club meeting,
which will be at the home of Donna Sheanin on
Wednesday, February 17th, 7-9 p.m. We will be
reading The Girl with the Dragon Tatoo by Stieg
Larsson. This murder mystery, published in Sweden
and translated by Reg Keeland, is an international
best seller and is Number 1 on the LA Times paper-
back fiction list.

We welcome all new members to the
group. For address, directions and to RSVP, con-
tact Donna
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N Wow! January Tot Shabbat was
\‘ ‘® so much fun. We had 18 wonderful
’ children attending with parents, grand-
parents, siblings, etc.

There was so much energy in the room. As al-
ways, Wendy Levenson’s music was outstanding.
She outdid herself by adding the Hokey Pokey and
teaching us the Hebrew alphabet. The singing and
dancing was enjoyed by all. The children made a
beautiful Shabbat box with beads and other decora-
tions. They enjoyed hearing the story of “Sammy
Spider's Shabbat”. Cantor Ron led us all in the
prayers as the children stood in awe!! Their beauti-
ful voices were a pleasure to hear. We finished the
hour with challah, cookies and juice.

Next month we will be having a family service for
Purim so there will be no Tot Shabbat. We hope we
see you all on March 19 at 6:30 for another wonder-
ful Tot Shabbat.

Judy Gaffin



Fellow congregants, we are happy to announce
that we have over thirty members and are growing
fast. And who can blame them for wanting to be part
of a group that for a mere $5.00 a month meets in a
friendly, relaxed atmosphere while at the same time
engaging in mitzvot.

On January 16, 2010 the Club visited the Shrin-
ers’ Hospital and not only got a tour of the facilities,
but also distributed toys to children who need to see
a smiling face that isn’t partially hidden by an anti-
septic mask and prodding them with needles, IV's
and other tests. We all felt that in our small way, for
a short time, we made a difference in the lives of
these kids. Other events are planned in other facili-
ties for this year. This is your chance to join us and
make yourself feel good. Satisfaction guaranteed!

To join, please call Bob Brandt
B’shalom,

Jason Levi

Secretary-Treasurer

Spiritual Leader—Cantor Ron Li-Paz
1 (818) 879-8087
Music Director—Jack Bielan

1 (818) 704-1516

Office Administrator—Jan Roth

1 (818) 882-4VOS (882-4867)

Rabbi Emeritus—Jerry Fisher
1 (818) 888-4714

Those of you who weren’t with us on our last ad-
venture missed a wonderful program. We met at the
Skirball Museum at the early hour of 9:45 a.m. on
Saturday, January 9th' There we had the pleasure of
learning about the Jews of ancient and modern
China, presented by a wonderful docent Ellie Som-
merfield (who happened to be the mother of Wendy
Levenson, our terrific Tot Shabbat musician). It was
a revelation to learn that Jews have inhabited China
since 900 C.E., mainly in the area of Kaifeng.

They were respected merchants and importers;
and, ultimately, were permitted to enter the Chinese
civil service which took them to all parts of China.
That circumstance, sadly, led to the demise of the
Jewish culture there. Peony, by the way, is a won-
derful book by Pearl Buck that talks about this time
and place centering on Jewish family life.

Following the morning presentation, we had a
lovely buffet served in a private dining room.

The afternoon took us to Shanghai China where
Jews lived in a ghetto throughout World War Il. This
country was the only one to admit refugees without
visas at that time. At its height, there were 20,000
Jews surviving in Shanghai’'s narrow alleys and by-
ways.

We had the privilege of hearing a ghetto survivor
share her remarkable experiences. What an amaz-
ing and informative way to spend a day! If you would
like more information Google “Kaifeng Jews” and the
“Shanghai Ghetto”.

The Sisterhood will not be meeting in February,
but will have a regular quarterly meeting on March
21.

Jan Roth,Vice President
(818) 882-4867




As we enter 2010, it is an appropriate time to
place the name of a loved one or loved ones on our
VOS Yahrzeit Board. Our boards are now graced
by 529 plaques!

As of January 12, we have only 15 open
spaces. After that, additional names will have to
wait for our next board. For only $200 for each
plaque, our congregants will be able to honor family
or friends as a light is lit at each Yahrzeit
date. Please contact me for an agreement form or
for further information.

Marcia Gould,
Yahrzeit Chair,
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Does your committee or event need volunteers?
I'm VOS’ new Volunteer Coordinator and I'll be hold-
ing court at a sign-up table before Services every
month. If you'd like me to have a sign-up sheet for
your committee or forthcoming event, please email
me a description of your committee or event (date of
event also). Include the name and telephone num-
ber of the contact person. Each month I'll forward to
you the information on all of your new volunteers.

Bill Schwartz

VOS HONOREE DINNER
DANCE GOES HOLLYWOOD
AND IS IN PRE-PRODUCTION

] FLASH....FLASH ... Attention all

Congregants: On May 1, 2010, at
Shomrei Torah Synagogue, the curtain will go up
on the production of this year's Honoree Dinner
Dance and Fundraiser.

Skillfully produced and directed by Dojie Cayse
and Marilyn Ross, this year’'s stellar cast of honor-
ees consists of the following distinguished congre-
gants:

Sherrie Garelick Woman-of-the Year.
Don and Aaron Bilsky L’dor V'dor Men-of-the Year.
Al and Barbara Swedelson
Bill and Wilma Hitchins

Laurie Levinson Shamash Caretaker-of-the-Future.

Etz Chaim Couple.
Couple-of-the-Year.

With such a unique group of honorees, this
year's production promises to be something very
special that you won’t want to miss. The buzz is that
this production will be a SOCKO, BOFFO hit.

During these months of pre-production for this
fantastic event, your help is needed not in only in
attending but also in volunteering your talents and
time to ensure its being a smashing success. This is
VOS’s major fundraiser and a golden opportunity to
show our appreciation to these marvelous individu-
als for their unselfish contribution throughout the
years to our synagogue.

Everyone is urged to donate articles for the live
and silent auctions. David and Judy Handelman are
overseeing donations., Please contact them at (818)
594-0450 for more information. Time is of the es-
sence, so please do not put off what you can donate
today.

For details and information, please contact Dojie
Cayse or Marilyn Ross



With more troops being called to Afghanistan
shortly, the need in 2010 will continue more than
ever. Supplies are in great need each month. Last
month, nationally, for the first time, O.l. was short
118 boxes to fulfill our total commitments.

Thank you to our Ziploc Bag Sponsor who under-
wrote the cost of about 10,000 baggies.

We still need disposable razors, pocket-pack
Baby Wipes, Wet Wipes, Chap Stick, eye drops,
hand cream, floss, tissues, travel-size toiletries, bath
gel,—,Crystal Lite On-the-Go, tea bags, hot cocoa,
oatmeal, cookies, granola, protein bars, cheese/
peanut butter crackers, Slim Jims, candy, tuna
packs, jerky and snack bars of all types--pens, CD’s
DVD’s. Help us to fulfill our on-going commitment to
those who serve us.

Thank you to the Resnicks and Lampkes, Arlene
Pater and Nadine Chudacoff along with Arnie Korn-
field and his buddy Bob for helping us get our box
guota done for January. Additional thanks to our
January Adopt-a-Box sponsors Halaine and J. Holt
Rose who sponsored five boxes of C-Rats this
month.

For just $30 you can bring a little happiness to
fifty Service Members overseas. Make it a Chavurah
event for just a few dollars per person.

Our next packing day will be Saturday, Febru-
ary 20, 2010. If your group or organization would
like to volunteer please contact Sheri or Reva to
make arrangements.

Sheri Albala
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PRESIDENT

V.P. MEMBERSHIP
V.P. MITZVAH

V.P. EDUCATION

OFFICERS

Marsha Kabh
Wilma Hitchins
Bob Resnick
Don Bilsky

V.P. RELIGIOUS PRACTICES Paula Burgh

V.P. WAYS AND MEANS
TREASURER
RECORDING SECRETARY

Larry Rudner
Erika Schwartz
Linda Mike

COMMITTEE CHAIRS

Adult Chavurah

Adult Choir

Aid to Israel

AIPAC

Men'’s Club

Chai with Harriet
Finance Committee
Glendale Theatre

High Holiday Committee

Historian

Jewish World Watch

Koreh LA

Loss of a Child Group

Mt. Sinai

Oneg

Operation Interdependence

Outreach Newsletter
Project Caring

Publicity
Scrip

Sisterhood
Tot Shabbat

Tribute Cards
Yahrzeit Board

Judy Livingston
Emily Kaplan
Randie Rosenberg
Rick Rice

Steve Raft

Bob Brandt
Harriet Kornfeld
Larry Rudner
Sheri Albala

Stan and Suzi Taub
Larry and Laurie Rudner

Ellis Miles

Linda Mike

Bob Resnick
Grace Gross

Alex Mizrahi
Simone Brandt
Sheri Albala

Reva Sander

Johanna Spira
Annette Kulik

Jill Due

Jason Levi
Charlotte Johnson
Nadine Chudacoff
Erika Schwartz
Jan Roth

Judy Gaffin
Barbara Vam Sluyters
Marcia Gould
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We ended 2009 and have begun 2010 with hope
of achieving a lasting peace between Israel and its
Arab neighbors in the Middle East. To some, that
seems like a pipe dream especially with the in-
creased tensions with Iran, more Al Qaeda activity
emanating now from Yemen and the additional focus
on Afghanistan. However with the constant, consis-
tent efforts by organizations like AIPAC, there will be
continued support in our Congress for Israel. AIPAC
consistently provides valuable information for our
representatives and senators and their staffs to keep
them aware of the issues critical to the survival of
the Jewish State.

A few new developments have occurred as re-
ported on AIPAC.org that are worth noting:

The United States is increasing its support of
Iran's opposition "Green Movement" as the Obama
administration is questioning the long-term stability
of the regime in Tehran, The Wall Street Journal re-
ported. "The Green Movement has demonstrated
more staying power than perhaps some have antici-
pated," said a senior U.S. official. "The regime is in-
ternally losing its legitimacy, which is of its own do-

ing."

The White House is crafting new financial sanc-
tions specifically designed to punish the Iranian enti-
ties and individuals most directly involved in the
crackdown on Iran's dissident forces, said the U.S.
officials. Treasury Department strategists already
have been focusing on Iran's Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps, which has emerged as the economic
and military power behind Supreme Leader Ayatol-
lah Ali Khamenei and President Mahmoud Ahmadi-
nejad.

Israel's “Iron Dome” short-range missile defense
system passed a series of tests over the last few
days, successfully shooting down the types of rock-
ets fired from Hamas in Gaza and Hizballah in Leba-
non, the Israeli newspaper Ha'aretz reported. The
Israeli-designed innovation is the first system of its
kind capable of defending citizens in towns like
Sderot against short-range rockets. Current plans
are that the first Iron Dome battery will be delivered
to the lIsraeli air force in about six weeks and is
slated, if all goes well, to become operational in
May. It is estimated that 20 batteries will be neces-
sary to successfully defend Israel's northern and
southern borders from rocket attacks.

The annual AIPAC Policy Conference is going to be
in Washington, DC March 21-23. | have heard that
guite a few VOS members are going to attend which is
fabulous! | have also received inquiries about room-
sharing. Please email me to let me know if you need
a roommate for the trip and | will attempt to refer peo-
ple looking for roommates to each other.

B’Shalom,
Steven Raft

Would you like to receive this newsletter in full
color, a week earlier than usual; and at the same
time save VOS a few dollars?

Just send an e-mail to Jan at
vosla@la.twcbc.com with “e-mail newsletter ” in
the subject space., and enjoy the computer ver-
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On Sunday February 21, 2010, Mount Sinai Simi
Valley will be hosting an open house at 11:00A.M.
This will be an opportunity to see first hand the
beautiful facilities they have to offer, and to answer
any questions you may have about pre-need pur-
chases.

Taking the responsibility of choosing your final
resting place is another way of taking care of your
loved ones because that will be one less thing with
which they will have to deal in their difficult time of
grief.

Please contact me with any questions you have
about this event and also to let me know if you will
be attending.

Alex Mizrahi,
VOS Mount Sinai Committee Chair
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This Cole Porter classic is a winner from
start to finish. It won the Tony Award for Best
Musical in 1949 and the Tony Award for Best
Revival in 2001.

Featuring some of Porter's biggest hits:
“So in Love”, “Wunderbar”, “Too Darn Hot”,
and “Brush Up Your Shakespeare—these
are just some of the tunes you love.

For tickets and information call:

Sheri Albala

All proceeds for ticket sales support the VOS
Choir.

Today is a wonderful day to let somebody know
you're thinking of them. There can be a reason: an
anniversary, birthday, bar or bat mitzvah, a condo-
lence, a get-well, a thank you, a hello, or a just be-
cause—the list is as long as your imagination.

Call or e-mail me. I'll send a card for you. Just
tell me the amount of your donation (minimum dona-
tion is $5.00), who it's for with their address and fif
you have a special message for them. You'll be
contributing to the temple and letting people know
you'’re thinking of them, in the good times and the
bad.

Want to send your own card but donate to the
temple? | can sell you blank cards at $5.00 each (5
pack is $25.00).

Call evenings or weekends. | will return your call
as soon as possible.

Barbara Van Sluyters

Tribute Card Chairperson

The scrip program is a complicated endeavor
that should be earning a considerable amount of
money for our temple. As it is we realize only
$300 monthly and that’s on a good month. Unfor-
tunately, the effort we expend is not giving us the
benefits that we would need to continue with it.
So, this is a plea for your greater support. Let’s
make it happen and keep this fine program alive
and well at VOS.



The response to our “Got Milk” articles to sponsor a centerpiece for last year's Honoree Dinner Dance was
awesome. Your compassion and generosity are two words that come to mind when linking VOS and SOVA
in their on-going need for non-perishable foods to feed the hungry.

VOS has always responded to helping those in need and, unfortunately, the need is even greater this year.

Once again, to support our fundraising Honoree Dinner Dance, we will feature SOVA food baskets as cen-

terpieces.
how you can honor a loved one and fill a basket.

At the conclusion of our Honoree event, we will donate the food to the SOVA Food Bank. Here's

Sponsor a basket for triple Chai ($54) to honor your children, grandchildren or honor the memory of a

loved one or mother for Mother’'s Day.

Donate cans of food and other nonperishable food items such as cereal, pasta, etc. No dented or out-of-
code cans . There will be a box near the Shalom Desk at each service.

Sponsor a basket by your group of friends or Temple Chavurah.

This is a simple task that does not take much of your time, but the lives you touch will be forever. Please
see our flyer at the back of this bulletin. If you have any questions, please call me

. Renee Resnick

MARCH T0 END) GRNOGIDE

In an effort to inform and mobilize the community
to act on behalf of ending genocide, Jewish World
Watch will hold its fourth WALK TO END GENO-
CIDE on the morning of April 18, 2010, at Warner
Center Park in the San Fernando Valley.

Last year, over 2,000 individuals participated in
the Walk from synagogues, schools and communi-
ties, and this year we anticipate at least 3,000 walk-
ers. The Walk covers 3 miles on city streets in the
West San Fernando Valley and it offers individuals a
real opportunity to stand with others in oppaosition to
genocide.

The Walk to End Genocide is the largest public
demonstration of our community's commitment that
we will hold our leaders accountable for taking the
steps that they must to help end genocide in our life-
time. The Walk to End Genocide culminates in an
AWARENESS FAIR with prominent members of the
community addressing the crowd, information
booths about Darfur, the Democratic Republic of
Congo and other human rights abuses, a solar
cooker demonstration to showcase the JWW Solar
Cooker Project and refreshments.

For more information go to
www.jewishworldwatch.com and follow the links to
access the Darfur website and sign up for the
event. Or, you can e-mail Linda Mike for additional
information and assistance with signing up via the
internet and starting your own web page for the
cause. All VOS congregants, family and friends, are
invited to join in with this event. Come walk with us!

Our temple has responded to the
emergency in Haiti with a $500 contribu-
tion to MAZON, A Jewish Response to

Hunger. If you would like to contribute
individually, go to mazon.org/go/
helphaiti
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Mitzvah Contribution

Anonymous, in memory of Sarsa,
Safta and Safta;

Sid and Ruth Bail, with prayers for
healing for Gary Bail;

Don and Mickey Bilsky, in honor of
Misty, Craig & Aaron Bilsky and Madi-
son Bolt’s Birthdays;

Dolores Block,
Colt;

in memory of Sadie

Irene Dobrushken;

Debra Kay Felsot, in memory of Joan
Felsot;

Barbara Guerin, in honor of Cantor
Ron and his family;

Ellis (Norma) Miles,
Miles;

in memory of Joel

Alex and Eleanor Mizrahi, in honor of
the Bat Mitzvah’s of Shelby Silverman
and Sydney Silverman;

Janine and George Quint, in memory
of llse and Henry Becker, Esther and
Harry Quint and Reg Rusk;

Roz Romanow, in memory of Aaron
D. Miller;

Bob and Rita Rubin, in honor of their
granddaughter’s 12th Birthday;

Trena and Ron Thompson, in honor
of their grandson’s Cole and Conner’s
6th birthday;

Steven and Janie Weinstein.
Yahrzeit

Susan (Michael) Allensworth, in
memory of Julius Lewis;

Michele (Sonny) Birger, in memory of
James “Sammy” and Florence Lobe;

Stanley and Janet Blander, in mem-
ory of Mollie Blander and George Fei-
genbaum;

Jay Bloom Family,
Marilyn Newland;

in memory of

Yahrzeit

Marcia (Bill) Braunstein, in mem-

ory of Julius Heifetz;

Jean (Dick) Cord, in memory of
Dorothy Traubenberg;

Dr. Irv Feiles (Sandra Curran), in
memory of David Feiles;

Rabbi Jerry Fisher, in memory of
Michael Ari and David Fisher;

Doreen Freeman, in memory of
Evelyn Ginsburg Lia;

Larry (Eileen) Geisser, in memory
of Abraham Geisser;
Lenore Goldfisher, in memory of

Theodore Bakst;

Marcia (Richard Shontz) Gould, in
memory of Carl M. Lertzman;

Judy (David) Handelman, in mem-

ory of Miriam Ruth Taub;

Charney Herst, Phd, in memory of
Helene Bixler;

Shirley Hirschfeld, in memory of
Irving Mendel Hirschfeld,;

Toby Kleinberg, in memory of Ida
Kleinberg and Danny Cohen;

Patricia and Victor Korechoff, in
memory of Helen Berger Mizner and
Harriet Herwitz Korechoff;

Barbara Kuklin and Steve, Perry
and Adam, in memory of Anna
Fliegelman;

Marilyn (Sol) Levine, in memory of
Minnie Rothstein and Sylvia Cohen;

Eleanor Levy, in memory of Ida
Michelson;

Lenore Machanic, in memory of
Nathan W. Price;

Yahrzeit

Harriet and Irwin Oppenheim, in
memory of Irma Schatz and Irene
Burns;

Richard (Dianna) Rice,
Celia Rice;

in memory of

Randie Rosenberg, in memory of
Louis Rosenberg;

Jay (Shelley) Ruben, in memory of
Leo Ruben;

Hy Schatz, in memory of Meyer
(Mike) Schatz;

Joe (Carol Shain) Simonowitz, in
memory of David Ustin;

Erika (Bill) Schwartz,
Margit Petrover;

in memory of

Dr. Allan (Helene) Sheinin and
Susan Sheinin, in memory of David
Grotstein and Irving Ross

Art and Barbara Sherman, in mem-
ory of Sarah Mary Sherman and Sol
Deutsch;

Evelyn Spilka, in memory of Mike
Sherman and Eleanor Sherman;

Fern Sulkes, in memory of William
Brodsky;

Harold Swerdlow, in memory of Ber-
nice Swerdlow and Sara Nelson;

Lea (Alan) Templer, in memory of
Jehuda Aria Hundert;

Evelyn (Fred) Ulise, in memory of
Shirley Oliver;

Barbara and Lee Van Sluyters, in
memory of Janet Piwonka;

Harriet (Richard) Warnick, in mem-

ory of Marsha Pompel;

lleene (Fred) Weiss, in memory of
David Newman and Daniel Albert;

Marshall and Susan Winer, in mem-

ory lda Goldsmith.
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February 19 I

1

NO Tot Shabbat [
1

7:00 p.m. Purim Celebration
February 14  3:00 p.m. Cantor Concert

March 19 , .
“A Jewish Home Companion”

6:30 p.m. Tot Shabbat _ , _ _
American Jewish University

8:00 p.m. Valuing Freedom

April 9 February 17 7:00 p.m. Book Club _
6:30 p.m. Tot Shabbat Home of Donna Sheanin
8:00 p.m. Yom Hashoah, Holocaust (818) 345-4452
Remembrance Day and Emergence
of the State of Israel February 19  7:00 p.m. Shabbat Service
May 14 Celebrating Purim
6:30 p.m. Tot Shabbat Hilton Hotel

8:00 p.m. “Conversations with G-d”

June 11 February 20 10:00 a.m.—3:30 p.m.
No Tot Shabbat Operation Interdependence
Shabbat in the Park Sheri Albala (818) 830-1965
Perspectives on Outreach Reva Sander (818) 709-1533
Oak Canyon Community Park
5600 Hollytree Drive February 21 10:15 a.m.—11:15 a.m.
Oak Park, CA 91337 Project Caring
July 9
No Tot Shabbat, No Teen Shabbat Club 11:00 a.m.
Shabbat in the Park Mt. Sinai-Simi Valley
In Celebration of Family Open House

Alex Mizrahi (213) 700-7629

No Tot Shabbat, Teen Shabbat Club or

Sisterhood meetings this month.
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